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Methodology for Field Code Assignments

Purpose

The purpose of the Field Code Master List

(FCML) effort is to provide the Energy

Information Administration (EIA) and others with

standardized field name spellings and associated

codes for all crude oil and natural gas fields

throughout the United States. The names and codes

are compiled during the research phase on a

computerized Field Code Master File (FCMF),

which is updated periodically as new information

on oil and gas fields is obtained and processed by

EIA. The published and electronic versions of the

Oil and Gas Field Code Master List are derived

from the FCMF. The first edition of the Master List

was published by EIA in December 1982.

General System Overview

The system also incorporates a Field Code

Working File (FCWF) for the development and

verification of new field information. The FCWF

is updated as information about the field is

obtained. Periodically all fully resolved records are

extracted from the FCWF and moved to the FCMF.

Once this FCMF “update” is completed, the

resolved records are deleted from the FCWF.

Field Information Research

Geologists and petroleum engineers are

responsible for supervising research and final

resolution of field information. Listings of the

FCWF can be produced by region for review.

There are several possible explanations why field

information under review is not already listed on

the FCMF. This could reflect the following:

� A relatively recent oil or gas field
discovery

� A recently discovered extension of an
old field into a new county or State

� An alias used for the official name

� A n e r r o r e x i s t s i n t h e r e p o r t e d
information.

The official recognition of a new field discovery by

a State or Federal field naming authority is a

prerequisite for the assignment of an official EIA

field code. Table 1 on page 247 lists these naming

authori t ies . Information regarding State

recognition is obtained through official State

publications and computer tapes, or through other

contact with the State agencies.

If the field name in question has not been officially

recognized, several sources of information exist

for further investigation into the third and fourth

possibilities listed above. These include:

� Analysis of State data files (the Texas
and New Mexico files, for example,
contain detailed information for each
field and operator)

� R e v i e w o f o i l a n d g a s i n d u s t r y
publications and computerized data
bases

� Telephone contact with the source of the
information.

State Source
Review Procedures

State sources provide most of the field names. As

State publications are released they are routinely

reviewed. The information regarding new fields is

compared to the information on the FCMF. If the

FCMF does not contain the new field, the field

name and associated information are placed on the

Working File. Subsequent to adding batches of

records to the Working File, edit check reports are

returned to the analyst that identify missing,
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inconsistent, or duplicative information on the

Working File. The analyst then provides update

transactions to correct the problems as appropriate,

and a field code is assigned. Periodically, a

supervisory analyst reviews those Working File

records in which error-edits have been resolved for

consistency of assigned field names and field

codes with the EIA standards. Then the resolved

records are moved to the Master File.

The quality and quantity of information available

through the State publications varies. Some States

publish new field information relatively frequently

(e.g., monthly) in a format that is easily reviewed

for incorporation into the FCMF. Routine

processing of State sources begins with these

publications. Additional State publications, such

as State geological papers, are also included in

these routine reviews. Periodically, all FCMF

records for a State are compared to the most recent

State publication.

Some States do not publish field information, or

the field information is not carried in the latest

publication but in a previous one. In an overall

review of the FCMF, when a particular field is not

found in any available State publication, the source

NISP (not in State publication) is coded into the

source section of the FCMF. When an earlier State

source reports “No Production”, “No Reports”, or

some similar remark for one or more years, and

does not show the field in subsequent sources, the

field is still considered to be official, whether it is

presently producing or not. When a field is found

in an older State source in combination with, or in

subordination to, another field name, the State is

contacted and asked to clarify the status of the

field. This research resolves most of the NISP

records, allowing them to be finally categorized as

a master field record (with a field naming authority

source), as an alias field record, or as an invalid

field record. Certain field records, representing

field names assigned by non-field naming

authority publications that were coded prior to

initiation of production in a field, and were

subsequently abandoned without recorded

production, have been classified as invalid.

Assigning New
Field Code Numbers

A sequential listing of unused field code numbers

is referenced in assigning new 6-digit field name

codes. For field names that are already in use,

either in another State or in a different section of

the same State, the same code can be assigned to

the new field entry. When the field name is

completely new, the first available code

(numerically lowest) is assigned and is therefore

linked with the field name regardless of

alphabetization, with the following exception:

codes 800000-999998 are excluded from

sequential code assignments, as they are reserved

for offshore Gulf of Mexico fields.

Field Alias Procedures

A field alias is an unofficial name for an oil and gas

field. The analyst detecting that a field name

should be recorded as an alias name specifies a

successor field name. Initially, the successor name

is a master field name, but over time, the successor

field name might also become an alias name.

When that occurs, both unofficial field names are

shown in the FCML and both point to the same

current field name.

A field al ias may ref lect the fol lowing

possibilities:

� An alternate name for the official name

� A f ie ld tha t ha s been renamed to
something else

� A f i e l d t h a t h a s b e e n c o m b i n e d ,
consolidated, or merged into another
field

� A field that has split into two or more
new fields and the old name is no longer
used.
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For the combined or renamed types of aliases, both

the official and alias names are on the FCML.

For alternate name aliases, the official name must

be on the FCML in all cases. The alias name will be

on the FCML in the following cases:

� A representative from the State agency is
aware of the alias name as an alternative
for the official name

� The alias name was originated on the old
Form “FERC 15 “Interstate Pipeline’s
A n n u a l R e p o r t o f G a s S u p p l y ”
respondent

� Two or more operators report the same
alias.

An alternate name alias which does not meet one of

these three criteria normally would not appear on

the FCML.

Field Alias Records That Have
Several Official Names

Certain alias field records result from the splitting

of a field into two or more fields, with none of the

resulting fields using the original field name. For

example, Field A was split into three fields: Field

B, Field C, and Field D. Fields B, C, and D would

be listed as field records on the FCML. Field A

would be listed as a field alias record referencing

Field B, but not Fields C and D, and would show

SPLIT as its reason for alias. A user desiring the

names of the other fields should contact EIA or the

field naming authority to obtain the names of the

other fields of which Field A was formerly

composed.

Fields With More Than
One Name Change

The current official name may be the result of

several name changes. For instance, in Oklahoma

RINGWOOD NE was combined with

RINGWOOD NORTH in 1965, and subsequently

combined into RINGWOOD in 1966. The listing

for RINGWOOD NE would show the correct field

name as RINGWOOD. If multiple names were

involved, the alias field name record would list

only the current (correct) field name. (For

example, in Oklahoma, HENNESSEY SE is an

alias for HENNESSEY EAST which has since

been changed first to DOVER-HENNESSEY and

finally to SOONER TREND. The correct name for

the alias HENNESSEY SE, HENNESSEY EAST

and DOVER-HENNESSEY is SOONER

TREND.) Information on the chain of successive

field names may be obtained from the appropriate

field naming authority or EIA.

Offshore Code Assignments

Federal Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) fields in

areas other than the Gulf of Mexico are given

names in the same manner as onshore fields, and

are coded with the next sequential code.

Offshore fields in the Gulf of Mexico OCS receive

a field name code that is determined by the lease

block (or blocks) for which they are named by the

Minerals Management Service (MMS). The last

three digits of the code are the block number. For

instance, East Cameron (offshore area prefix code

824) Block 071, receives the field code of 824071.

If several blocks are included in one field, the field

code reflects the number of the block for which the

field is named. The other blocks included in the

field are listed on the FCML as aliases to the

official name. When MMS has named two fields

with the same basic block number, i.e., Ship Shoal

Blk 113 field and Ship Shoal Blk 113A field, the

prefix code from an adjacent area for which the

block number could not occur is utilized for the

latter designated field.

There are cases where a particular OCS lease block

contains portions of two or more fields. If one of

the fields is named for the block concerned, there

will be an entry in the REMARKS section

indicating PBI, for “Part of Block In”, followed by

the field code of the other included field. If the

block concerned is only an alias to all the fields

������ �����	
���� �	������
�������� 
�� �
� ����� ���� �
���� ���� ���� ���



involved, the alias type (or reason) code will be set

as MULTI to highlight that more than one field is

included within the lease block.

Fields in large offshore State domain blocks in the

Gulf of Mexico are assigned codes in the manner

of offshore Federal fields. Special prefixes,

generally unassigned prefixes for area surveys, are

used for the small State block fields. A special

prefix has been set aside for High Island-State

(Texas). This prefix is used only with the small

block fields. For State blocks that exceed 999, an

unused three-digit prefix ending in 1 is used, such

as SOUTH PADRE IS BLK 1068 with code

951068.

Field Naming Conventions

Use of Compass Directions
in Field Names

As a general rule, a compass direction used as part

of a field name is placed at the end of the name. For

example, the field named West Davenport by a

State source bears the name DAVENPORT WEST

on the FCML. However, a field named after a

known landmark, such as the town of East

Davenport, bears the name EAST DAVENPORT

on the FCML.

If the field DAVENPORT WEST is then combined

with other wells or fields and the word District, or

some similar word, is added to the name, the name

will appear on the FCML as DAVENPORT WEST

DISTRICT. This enables users to distinguish

between two fields, one named as a result of

forming a district with the DAVENPORT WEST

field as its nucleus, e.g., DAVENPORT WEST

DISTRICT, and the other which is a new district to

the west of DAVENPORT DISTRICT, e.g.,

DAVENPORT DISTRICT WEST.

Abbreviations are generally not applied to field

names provided by the field naming authorities in

connection with onshore field names. Exceptions

are that non-cardinal compass points, such as NW

for Northwest or SE for Southeast, are always

abbreviated, and when the name of a combined

field has been formed using all the names of the

former fields, some abbreviations are applied to fit

the name with the 26-character limit. Note,

however, that the four cardinal compass points are

always spelled out in onshore field names.

Offshore field names in the Gulf of Mexico nearly

always consist of an offshore area name and block

number specified by the Minerals Management

Service (MMS). Example: EAST CAMERON

BLOCK 299. Also, the FCML retains the subarea

identifiers such as EAST CAMERON SOUTH

ADDITION BLOCK 299 field. Because this

results in field names frequently exceeding the

26-character limit, EIA applies a standard set of

abbreviations for its Gulf of Mexico field naming

convention:
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For example, High Island East Addition South

Extension Block A376 is abbreviated HIGH

ISLAND EA SX BLK A376.

Special Naming Conventions

Some States regard reservoirs as fields and keep

their records on that basis (e.g., Texas and New

Mexico). The FCML does not follow the State

conventions in these instances. In Texas, for

example, State publications list PARKER

(PENNSYLVANIAN) and PARKER

(WOLFCAMP) as distinct fields. But PARKER is

actually the name of the field using the EIA

defini t ion, and PENNSYLVANIAN and

WOLFCAMP are the names of reservoirs in the

field. The FCML lists only PARKER.
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The MMS quarterly publication OCS Operations

Field Directory, Gulf of Mexico OCS Region is the

primary source for Federal offshore fields in the

Gulf of Mexico. This publication and the MMS

computer file on which it is based do not use

subarea ident i f iers such as the SOUTH

ADDITION, although maps of the region still carry

these subareas. For example, whereas the MMS

carries the name WEST CAMERON BLOCK 617,

the FCML carries the field name as WEST

CAMERON SA BLK 617, where SA is the

abbreviation for SOUTH ADDITION.

Reused Field Names

Some States occasionally reuse field names in

areas other than the original field location. This

situation is handled on the FCML by indicating

(OLD) and (NEW) after the field name, with each

being assigned a different field code.

Invalid Field Record
Procedures

Field records are removed from the FCML when

they are found to be incorrect for one of the

following reasons:

� The field name as it appears was never
a p p r o v e d b y t h e r e l e v a n t n a m i n g
authority; i.e., it could have been a
misspelled field name or the name of a
producing unit, well, lease or offshore
platform.

� County or Sta te loca t ion da ta a re
incorrect.

Two separate field codes were assigned to the

same field name.
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